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by Tina Taylor more places to go now, and interest in the dances 
I expect you are aware that Womonspace 1 1S seems slight. If this i 1S the case, so be i it. We 

in dire straits. We have been advertising the -—- would like to hear your thoughts. ra iay 

fact that we need help in the form of warm The dances, however, are the only source of 

bodies. There has been little response. The revenue we have to pay office expenses and to 

attendance at the dances has also been ) print free copies « of the newsletter. (Membe hip 


diminishing. fees are just enough to cover the cost of mailing a 


We are now in great financial difficulty. newsletter t to each penmioe I believ v 


We barely have enough money to put on one 
more dance. Since that is the case, the board 
decided to cancel the April dance. This way, 
we can put our last pennies towards the Gay 
Pride dance in May. « 

We feel that the Pride dance is important 
to everyone and we didn’t want to risk losing 
money at the April dance and therefore not be 
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ANTI-VRIEND BACKLASH 
SUPREMELY DISAPPOINTING 


by Laurie 

As I write this it’s been almost three weeks 
since the Supreme Court delivered its verdict 
in the Delwin Vriend case; two weeks since 
Ralph Klein announced his government 
would accept the decision and not invoke the 
dreaded “notwithstanding” clause. 

Surprise—instead of feeling happy and full 
of hope, I’m feeling sad, weary, dejected, 
discouraged, empty. Like P’'ve been kicked in 
the gut. Somehow, something that should 
have been cause for tremendous celebration 
has instead left me feeling besieged, defensive, 
and more separate from mainstream society 
than I’ve ever felt before. 

Some sort of backlash was to be expected. 
(This, after all, as Stockwell Daybasher keeps 
reminding us, is A/Jerta). But the resulting 
frenzy, fear and loathing from so-called 
Christian groups was beyond disheartening. 
By the fourth day I had to tune out the media 
altogether—it was just too depressing. For 
every letter to the editor applauding the 
Supreme Court decision there were three 
times as many scathing messages hatefully 
insisting this was all part of some evil gay and 
lesbian attack against Traditional Values and 
The Family. (You all know the drill—although 
none of these groups ever spells out just 
exactly how same-sex rights threaten The 
Family, and I never can seem to get my hands 
on a copy of that mysterious Homosexual 
Agenda that these hypocrites keep accusing us 
of having—was it supposed to come with my 
toaster oven?) 

Sigh. But seriously, folks... 


I was not counting on the Vriend decision 
to make me feel any more legitimate or any 
more deserving of the same rights and 
freedoms that other people (i.e. heterosexuals) 
take for granted. I’m out to my family; I’ve 
marched in pride parades; I’m here, I’m queer, 
and have been for two decades. I even work 
for a company that provides same-sex 
benefits. I didn’t need any federally endorsed 
‘na na’ to Ralph & Co. to justify my lesbian 
existence... But I certainly wasn’t prepared for 
the intensity of the mean-spirited “Us. vs. 
Them” battle that emerged. 

I stood by in silence as my straight co- 
workers discussed the implications of the 
ruling, amazed at how woefully ignorant of 
the whole issue they were. Some of them 
actually used the phrase “special rights” when 
recapping the decision. I desperately wanted 
to assure them that they had nothing to fear, 
they hadn’t lost anything. When one co- 
worker suggested the U.S. military’s “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” policy was the perfect 
solution, I again said nothing, but I wanted to 
scream, to make him see how condescending 
is any policy that says, “I can talk to you 
about my wife/husband/straight lover; but 
you have to keep quiet about yours. I will be 
comfortable as long as you stay in the closet.” Is 
that “solution” really any different than 
saying, “Okay, you can come on the bus, as 
long as you sit at the back”’? 

It’s ironic that the topic of this month’s 
newsletter is Lesbian Youth. Looking around, 
who could blame today’s gay and lesbian 
teens for being cynical? It seems for every 
major stride we take, we get knocked back 
two or three. Ellen comes out on national TV 
and Disney is painted as some sort of 
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corporate satan. American Airlines offers its 
employees same-sex benefits and suffers a 
crippling boycott. 

On a local level, Shakespears closes down due 
to lack of support, Womonspace struggles to 
keep the monthly dances and newsletter going 
amid financial difficulty... and two lesbians are 
verbally harrassed and spat on for daring to hold 
hands while they walk down Whyte Avenue. 

Does anybody care? 

We can’t legislate against ignorance, but surely 
there are still reasons to celebrate... with the Gay 
Games coming up in August in Amsterdam, and 
with our own Pride Week quickly approaching, 
and the GALA Choruses Festival about to make 
a joyful noise in Our Town. We can be thankful 
that Edmonton has gay-friendly places like 
Alternative Video and Jazzberrys Too, whose 
proprietors aren’t afraid to go on the record in 
support of gay rights (thanks Narda and Dallas). 

And for writers like Linda Goyette and David 
Staples at The Journal, and Mindelle Jacobs, Kerry 
Diotte and Donna Marie Artuso, who bravely 
bucked the trend at the editorially homophobic 
Sun—for reminding readers that homosexuality 
is not catching; for calmly and reasonably 
refuting the religious right’s absurd contention 
that gay rights will somehow erode the rights of 
non-gays. 

Leslie Primeau (Vue Weeks) perhaps said it 
best: “If what reared its ugly head last week can 
be called godlike, then I want no part of it.” 

What do we do now? Where do we go from 
here? For starters, there’s a gay and lesbian town 
hall meeting—Life After Vriend—scheduled for 
May 20 at the Unitarian Church. Think about 
attending if you’ve got some ideas, or just want 
to sit in on the discussion. There’s strength in 
numbers—and the struggle is far from over. 


YOU'VE COME A LONG WAY, 


BABY DYKE 
by Jil 

Growing up as a young lesbian in 
Edmonton, I have been lucky. I was able to 
come out to the public in a safe, secute way. I 
sought information and got it; I have been 
welcomed into a growing community that 
continues to give me purpose. 

My first real experience with lesbianism was 
in Grade 8 when I was teased by my school 
friends for being a “lez” with one of my female 
friends. It never really bothered me, that label, 
but I never fully understood it. Later I went to 
a high school that was open and accepting 
about gays and lesbians. It was there I came to 
terms with who I am. 

I came out to the public when I was 16. I 
had started dating my first girlfriend, and she 
helped me through the different stages of . 
coming out—first to my friends, then people at 
work, then to my sister. But I never told my 
mother. It was hard at first, hiding from her. I 
was afraid of what she might think or say. 

Gradually I became more secure about 
myself and my relationship with my girlfriend, 
so I told my mom. She was shocked at first, 
but continues to progress at being open and 
tries to be understanding. 

After a year and a half I am completely out. 
I am in a healthy relationship, and my mom 
and I have grown closer. 

I’ve been lucky. I’ve never had to deal with 
religious issues or abuse, disapproval or been 
disillusioned by homophobia. My experience in 
the lesbian community has been easy. I’ve met 
friends who teach me and help me through my 
experiences. 
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PROUD TO BE ME 


One teen's coming-out story 
by Connie 

I am 17 years old and here is my story. In 
August of 1996 I watched a movie called Tx 
Mothers for Zachary. | don’t usually watch TV 
movies, but this one just seemed to stand out 
so I watched it. The movie was about a 
lesbian (I can’t remember her name) who 
worked in a department store; 
everyone knew she was gay. Then a 
straight woman statted to work there, 
she was a single mom. The two of 
them became really good friends. The 
lesbian knew she had feelings for the 
other woman but knew she was 
straight. I guess at some point in the 
movie the straight woman could not 
deny the feeling that she, too, was falling for 
the lesbian. (Obviously she wasn’t as straight 
as she thought she was.) 

They moved in together and were both 
parents to Zachary. After watching this movie 
I started asking myself questions like: Am I a 
lesbian? Is it wrong to be a lesbian? If I am a 
lesbian, am I going to go to hell? These 
questions really started to worry me. I also 
had a really bad temper and it was getting 
worse, so I decided to ask someone that 
might have some answers. I phoned a place 
called Sexuality and Human Relations and 
they gave me another number—to 
Womonspace. I was really scared to call so I 
waited about a week, but eventually I did call 
and left a message on the answering machine. 

I got a call back from a person named 
Lynn. At first I didn’t know what to say but 
we ended up talking for three or four hours. 


Lynn and I started talking regularly and 
became friends. She helped me find myself, 
understand and be proud of who I am. I really 
look up to Lynn, kind of like a guardian angel 
or something like that. 

All of this happened when I was 15 and 
16. I came out to my mom on December 3. I 
did not want to tell her because I felt that she 
would kick me out or disown me or 
something, but I needed to tell her because 
my temper was starting to come 
back. I was downtown and phoned 
my mom and said, “I have 
something to tell you, but I have to 
tell you in person.” She was worried 
about me being pregnant or 
something. That night after I 
phoned her I was tempted to jump 
in front of the train, but my friend 
Jenn told me to be proud of who I am and 
that as long as I am proud, my mom should 
be proud of me for being proud. Jenn came 
with me to tell my mom and it was a good 
thing she did—otherwise I would not have 
told her. 

When I told my mom, she said that she 
kind of knew two years ago. She was not 
disappointed in me or anything; she supports 
me but does not agree with it. She asked me 
lots of questions and I answered them 
honestly. I was very lucky; I think she took it 
fairly well considering she is very religious. 

Ever since August 1996—when I found 
out that I am a lesbian—I lost my anger and 
became a mote caring person and totally 
changed my outlook on life. I am also very 
lucky that I had Lynn as a friend to help me 
through the hardest time of my life. 

Thank you so much, Lynn. 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 5 


THE NUMBERS GAME 


By Shanta Kohse 

Like most people who work in tall office 
buildings, I spend about 10 minutes each day 
in a semi-comatose state on an elevator, 
watching the lights blink in ascending or 
descending order, depending on whether I’m 
coming or going. But recently I slipped into 
consciousness when I noticed a statistical 
anomaly: nearly all the passengers on the 
elevator were women. Furthermore, on 
subsequent rides, I realized that this was true 
nearly all of the time. 

My next thought was: I wonder how many 
of these women are dykes? 

I like to know this because, admittedly, such 
cognizance is Closely tied to my self-esteem. 
The more of us there are, the more validated I 
feel belonging to the tribe, and the more 
political leverage I feel I have. These things 
may or may not be true or partially true; self- 
esteem is more nebulous than that. For 
example, when I was about 11 or 12, I “knew” 
that about one in every 10 gazillion women in 
the world was a lesbian. Me being one, and the 
other two, statistically speaking, residing in 
China. So, sophisticated adult dyke persona 
aside, I still feel security in large numbers. 

Back to the elevator: I switched my gaydar 
into hypersensitive, wide-sweep mode. 
Statistically speaking, one in 10 of them has to 
be. A dyke. 

My problem is that Kinsey’s ubiquitous 
“one in 10” statistic is unreliable. It actually 
refers to Kinsey’s gay male study, has been 
severely criticized by other number crunchers 
because of the highly selective way he chose 
his subjects, and isn’t exactly what he said 


anyway. 


What about other homo headcounts since the 
Kinsey report, which is already 50 years old this 
year? The figures I’ve seen range between 1 and 
12 per cent, but invariably they are disparaged 
because of the pool selected, the questions asked, 
and for not recognizing the homophobic 
environment in which they are delivered. 

Statistics Canada? The 1996 Census was the 
largest of all time, but you may recall there was 
no mention of gays, lesbians or bisexuals. Those 
in same-sex relationships had no choice but to 
mark their marital status as “single.” 

The remaining studies targeting lesbians seem 
to fall into two groups. There’s the marketing 
sort, usually conducted by GLBT groups, that 
clarify whether lesbians prefer brand A or B 
products. But these presuppose the respondents 
are lesbians. Then there’s the sexual practice sort 
that find out what women do and want done in 
bed. Lesbians are always very well represented 
here. In other words, statistically speaking, I can 
be far more confident ascertaining my 
passengers’ shopping habits and sexual repertoire 
over any orientation they embrace. 

The real problem is, as I explained to a friend, 
there is no measurement to apply inside this 
elevator microcosm when our community outside 
is itself largely invisible. 

“The teal problem,” she replied, “is that you 
want statistics to validate your existence, when at 
best they can only describe it.” 

“Since the stats are unreliable,” she added, 
“you can’t be faulted for assuming they are all 
dykes.” All dykes? “Switch on your 
straightdar—see if you can pick out the hets.” All 
dykes? “Think of it as redressing the distorted 
views you held as a child, so that your 
perceptions will be statistically balanced over 
your lifetime.” Hmm, a statistical basis; clearly 
her hypothesis has merit. 
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I’ve been applying her All Dykes 
Hypothesis for a week. Unless a candidate 
mentions her husband, dismisses an issue 
that deserves processing, or expresses a 
desire to use the notwithstanding clause, I 
assume she’s a dyke. Statistically speaking, it 
is amazing how few straights use the 
elevator. At the very least, my 10-minute 
ride has become more interesting. At the 
most I’ve liberated 10 minutes of my day 
from statistical tyranny. 


REALITY CHECK 
by Lex 

Anything I think about or anything that I 
have to deal with is internal. 

I teust myself too much, I think, because I 
handle everything internally by analysing 
everything and creating my own solutions. 
Generally, I know what’s going on inside my 
head, which is probably why I’ve been able 
to deal with the fact that I’m gay without too 
much turmoil or denial. But it’s not just one 
of those things that you can deal with 
emotionally and mentally, then move on. 

It’s a reality that I wake up to every 
morming, and deal with every day. When I 
came out to my mom, she acted like I wasn’t 
the same, and I wasn’t going to be the little 
gitl she’d always dreamed of having. I then 
plainly stated that I was the same little red- 
headed girl that grew up in her arms, and 
would die as the same daughter she’d always 
dreamed of, being exactly like her. For I am 
like her, and nothing can change me. 

I generally take solace in the people who I 
love and respect most because whether or 
not there is full understanding, there is 
always full support. 


LESBIAN YOUTH 


I’m not afraid of who I am, and people know 
this; because I’m not afraid of who I am 
people aren’t afraid of me. 

If you can’t teach an old dog, start with the pups. 

by Jaded 

Lesbian youth—now that’s a topic I know all 
too well. I’m sure a lot of you remember when 
you were young and what it was like growing up 
gay. You remember the hardships, the pain of all 
your teenage experiences. But I’m a lesbian of 
today’s youth. I don’t know firsthand what it was 
like a decade ago, or even five years ago, even 
though I was slightly out then. But I do know 
what it’s like right now. Like being out in high 
school—some of you might think, “What? Out 
in high school? Are you nuts? I was never out in 
high school and I don’t think I ever could have 
been.” Others may think, “Yeah, well, it’s easier 
now than when I was a kid. It’s become a fad.” I 
think a little of both is probably true, but 
homosexuality being the new Calvin Klein—the 
latest trend—doesn’t make it any easier. Maybe it 
helps that it’s seen as more normal today than it 
was in the past. But it’s also hard to believe that 
this trend isn’t just a phase, and I know this 
thought has passed through even some older 
lesbians’ heads. But for me and others like me, 
things won’t change; I personally could never be 
a het. It’s not any easier, the name calling, the 
gay-bashing, the hate, the fear. It’s still there; it 
may never go away. But I will push it as far as I 
can; fight for more rights, more acceptance and 
less ignorance. As a teenager I go to school and 
interact with thousands of people. I’ve made 
friends with people who once feared us, people 
who would now fight for us. Every day is a 
constant battle for being a woman and for having 
pride in who/what I am. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pM. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pm. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical lesbigay church; worship 7 pm 
Sundays, 11148-84 Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church weekly 
worship, McDougall United Church, 10086 
MacDonald Drive (riverside entrance), 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 pM the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

SOLO Social club for lesbians. Contact 
Linda at 447-4776. 

Classics social group for lesbians over 40. 
No regular meeting on the first Sunday in May. 
Instead, there will be a social on May 2. Phone 
Sharie for details: 475-1502. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth: meets Saturdays 
from 8-10 pm at GLCCE. A supervised support 
and social group welcomes all youth. 488-3234. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
ot Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer (confidential 
and anonymous). 

Out & Out (O’) Outdoor and recreation 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and their 
friends. Jayne, 988-3132. 

Night Spots: 

Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Karaoke Wednesday, country dancing Saturday. 

Jazzberrys Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: © 


SATURDAY, MAY 2,8 pm 

Bagel Tree Spring Dance Party 

For lesbians, gays and allies. Light refreshments; 
non-smoking, non-alcoholic. Tickets $5-$8. Bagel 
Tree Deli, 10354 Whyte Ave. 439-9604. 


SUNDAY, MAY 3,neon 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. Deadline for 
the June/July issue, ‘Lesbian mothers.’ 


SUNDAY, MAY 3,8 pm 

The Wyrd Sisters 

Horizon Stage, Spruce Grove. With Luann 
Kowalek. Tickets $17 adult/$14 seniors and 
students. Call 962-8995. 
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FRIDAY, MAY 8, 6 Pu 

Pizza & Beer Fund Raiser for GLCCE 
Social evening at Alley Kat Brewing 
Company, 9929-60 Ave. $20 includes all the 
pizza, beer and pop you want. Call 488-3234. 


FRIDAY, MAY 8, 7:30 pu 

Cori Brewster Songcircle 

Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Ave. Sonic 
Sisters presents singer/songwriter Cori 
Brewster and friends. Donations appreciated. 
432-7633 or email 
orlando@compusmart.ab.ca 


SATURDAY, MAY 9, 9 am 

Garage Sale for GLCCE 

Bring all your garage sale-type surplus stuff to 
GLCCE a day or two earlier and then come 
back to buy someone else’s cool stuff! The 
sale will be in the parking lot behind the 
centre at 10612-124 Street. Call 488-3234. 


SATURDAY, MAY 9, 6 Pu 

Liatris Potluck & Plant Exchange #1 
Early May is a good time to dig up and divide 
overgrown perennials. Why not swap with 
another gardener for a different kind of plantr 
Seeds, seedlings, annuals and houseplants can 
also be exchanged. The Liatris Society is an 
informal group of lesbians and gay gardeners 
and their friends. Anyone interested in 
gardening is welcome to attend. Call Lindy at 
483-4080 for location and more info. 


MAY 15 to MAY 18 

Canadian GALA Choruses: Festival 798 
A weekend of song hosted by Edmonton 
Vocal Minority and featuring guests Heather 
Bishop, David Sereda and Brian Webb. 
Winspear Centre. 988-4620 or e-mail: 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca or visit: 
www.planet.eon.net/~harris /festival98 


SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2 pu 

Annual Pride Rally 

Churchill Square, 100 St. and 102 Ave. Pride 
Week celebrations (May 16-23) will be a month 
earlier this year to be a companion event to 
GALA Festival 798. Call 488-3234 or email: 
gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 7 pw 

Town Hall Meeting: Life After Vriend 
Discussing/digesting the reality of our 
inclusion in the Individual Rights and 
Protection Act and what this decision means in 
our day to day lives. Where we go from here? 
Unitarian Church, 12530-110 Ave. 


SATURDAY, MAY 23, 8 Pm 

Pride Dance 

Old Strathcona Arts Barns, 83 Ave. and 103 St. 
Everyone welcome. For more information call 
GLCCE, 488-3234. 


SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2 pa 

Liatris Potluck & Plant Exchange #2 
If you couldn’t make it to the earlier exchange, 
you have a second chance! Call Mark or Craig 
at 471-5799 for location and more info. 


JUNE 5 to JUNE 7 

Alberta Bound 

A weekend experience for women interested in 
BDSM, gender play, leather and all things 
naughty and kinky. Phone Delicia (403) 662- 
9312, or visit http://www.darkmall. 

com/cds /scene/albertabound.html 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:48Z ~1794 
O’ Hotline:988-3132 
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OPHELIA’S WOMEN’S MUSIC 


Each month Opheka will provide news and reviews of 
Jemale musicians, including local, Canadian and 
upcoming artists. 
Ani Difranco: Ani released her new album Ltt 
Plastic Castle on Feb. 17. The 12-track disc 
contains new and old ani songs, combining the 
style her fans already love with a new electronic 
beat. She continues to dazzle us with lyrics we 
can identify with and amazing guitar. Best possible 
price: $16.79 at Future Shop. 
Jann Arden: The woman was in town! Jann 
performed in Edmonton April 17 at a benefit 
concert. Tickets went for $100 a pop! Jann has 
also produced a “30-Hour Famine” benefit 
compilation CD featuring Sarah McLachlan, Tom 
Cochrane and Moist. The CD was released March 
17. Jann is hooking up with Kim Stockwood to 
co-write and produce Mae Moore’s new CD. 
Tori Amos: She’s got a new CD out! Tori’s long- 
awaited new album, From the Choirgerl Hotel, is 
being released May 5 and contains the new single 
Spark. Tori is just finishing a tour of North 
America and Europe; unfortunately her only 
Canadian date was Toronto (April 28) but fans 
can catch her on The Tontte Show With Jay Leno on 
May 12. Chozrger! is her fifth album. 
Lilith Fair: Sarah McLachlan’s much-acclaimed 
women’s music festival will not bypass 
Edmonton this year. It’s scheduled to roll into 
town on Aug. 29. This year’s revolving mainstage 
lineup includes Natalie Merchant, Missy Elliot, 
Sinead O’Connor (grrrr) and Erykah Badoo, plus 
some of the artists that made the 97 tour so fait: 
Shawn Colvin, Paula Cole, Sheryl Crow and the 
Indigo Girls (yay Amy!). Dar Williams is also on 
board. 
Next month: Fiona Apple and Holly 
McNarland. 


FESTIVAL '98 


by Tina Taylor 

There ts a very good reason for staying in 
town on the May long weekend. The Canadian 
GALA Chotuses Festival ’98 is happening on 
May 15-18. There will be more than 500 
participants at this choral extravaganza 
sponsored by Edmonton Vocal Minority. The 
choruses will come from all over Canada and 
some individuals will be here from the States. 
It’s going to be a whole lot of fun and a whole 
lot of singing... fags and dykes all over the 
place! The festival coincides with the 
beginning of Gay Pride week. Because of all 
the extra family in town, the rally at Churchill 
Square on May 16 should have a huge crowd. 

As well as the singing, there are several 
other festival events that the public is 
welcome to attend. The biggest and best 
shindig (in my opinion) will be the festival 
banquet and dance at the Sheraton Grande 
Hotel on May 17. Great food, entertatament, 
dancing and partying will highlight the 
evening. Only 600 people can be seated at this 
event, and tickets are going fast, so be sure to 
get yours soon! 

The concerts on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday are being held at the Winspear. (And 
at City Hall—for free—Monday at noon.) It’s 
a great opportunity to experience the city’s 
new concert hall and enjoy some wonderfully 
queer singing and music. 

The weekend is shaping up to be big fun so 
I encourage everyone to attend. You can get 
concert schedule and ticket info by calling 
Tony Olivares at 424-1561 or by email at 
evim@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. Support EVM 
and meet many of the Canadian lesbigay 
community. See you there! 


10 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 
YOUNG ADULT NOVELS FOR LESBIANS: 

Annie On My Mind, by Nancy Garden 
(1982). Published more than 15 years ago, this 
engaging love story between two high school 
girls remains poignant. A newer story by 
Garden is Good Moon Rising (1996). 

The Cat Came Back, by Hilary Mullins 
(1993). Stevie is 16 when she begins to deal 
with the sexual abuse in her past—and falls in 
love with hockey teammate Andrea. 

Deliver Us From Evie, by M.E. Kerr 
(1994). 16-year-old Parr Burrman and his 
family face some difficult times when word 
spreads through their rural community that his 
older sister is a lesbian. 

ADULT NOVELS ABOUT LESBIAN TEENS: 
Coffee Will Make You Blackby April 
Sinclair (1994). Set in Chicago during the civil 

rights movement of the late 1960s, Stevie 
wants to fit in with the cool crowd but tries to 
be true to herself as well. Racial prejudice and 
homophobia challenge her when she gets a 
crush on the white school nurse. 

House Rules by Heather Lewis (1994). 
The harrowing story of a 15-year-old runaway 
who escapes her father’s sexual abuse by 
joining the show horse jumping circuit. There, 
Lee finds an equally dark world of intravenous 
drugs, alcohol and violent sex. 

The Necessary Hunger by Nina Revoyr 
(1997). High school basketball stars come of 
age in the inner-city Los Angeles of today. 

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by 
Jeanette Winterson (1985). Young Jeanette’s 
conviction that she is one of God’s chosen 


helps her to cope with an oppressive, christian- 
fundamentalist upbringing in England. 

RagTimeBone by Lynnette D’anna (1994). 
An introspective tale of four young people 
struggling to gain a sense of self. 

Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown 
(1988). This is the funny, raunchy, classic 
coming-out story of tomboy Molly Bolt. 

Stir-Fry by Emma Donoghue (1994). A 
college student rooms with two older lesbians 
in this light-hearted story set in Ireland. 
ANTHOLOGIES: 

Am I Blue?: Coming Out from the 
Silence, edited by Marion Dane Bauer (1994). 
Excellent collection of stories by young adult 
authors such as M.E. Kerr, Jane Yolen, Leslea 
Newman, Nancy Garden and Christina Salat. 
The title story by Bruce Coville refers to the 
fantasy many of us have had; what would 
happen if all the gays and lesbians in the world 
turned blue overnight? 

Growing Up Gay / Growing Up 
Lesbian, edited by Bennett Singer (1994). 
About 55 brief (2-5 page) excerpts from such 
famous works as Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, 
Rubyfrut Jungle, and Radclyffe Hall’s The Well of 
Lonekness. Some entries are written by teens. 
NONFICTION: 

Being Different: Lambda Youths Speak 
Out by Larry Dane Brimner (1995). 

Free Your Mind: The Book for Gay, 
Lesbian and Bisexual Youth and Their 
Allies by Ellen Bass and Kate Kaufman 
(1996). 

The Journey Out: A Guide For and 
About Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Teens by 
Rachel Pollack and Cheryl Schwartz (1995). 

Passages of Pride: Lesbian and Gay 
Youth Come of Age by Kurt Chandler (1995). 
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SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL 
by Liz Massiah 
Chinical Social Worker, MSW, RSW 

Since it’s Easter Sunday when this is being 
written—the week after the Vriend decision, 
after hatred and fear rode roughshod over 
Alberta, and the week in which decency and 
common sense and remembering to obey the 
law of the country empowered the queer 
community—it seems fitting to wonder what 
the christian right was preaching from the 
pulpit today. Perhaps more about how they 
have the truth and the light and the rest of us 
have it all wrong; or more about how dastardly 
we ate. I really don’t care. 

This week we gained the bedrock legislation 
we have been needing for so long. No, it 
doesn’t fix everything. It will still be necessary 
to keep chipping away to create all the changes 
we need. It will keep folks busy planning and 
working. But without this change, none of the 
others would have been possible—not Ms. T 
(lesbian foster parent), not spousal benefits, 
not any of the other dreams. 

Most important is the sense of belonging 
that this creates. We are part of society, less 
marginalized, less in the victim space. All week 
we heard the hate and felt the fear of unbridled 
persecution. Now perhaps the suicide rate in 
our community may slowly start to lower as we 
are more able to stand proud—both within 
ourselves and out there in the world at large. 

Thanks to us all for our hard work, 
persistence, obstinate belief in our own worth. 
It really happened, and no Dorothy, we aren’t 
in Kansas. 

On another note, after many calls and 
questions, the support group for lesbian moms 
and their partners is set to go. 


Yours, Mine, Ours and Us is a group for 
lesbian families with kids; a sharing space for 
lesbian moms and partners to deal with being 
partners, being lesbian and being a couple, 
parenting, discipline, step-parenting, in-laws, 
custody, legal issues, still being a couple, etc. 

May 12, 7- 9 pm at First Church of Religious 
Science, 7621-101 Avenue. Sliding scale. Call 
910-3050 to pre-register, as space is limited. 
Child care may be provided if enough people 
request it. 

Also: Couples Talk, workshops for 
lesbian/gay couples are also confirmed for May 
29-30 and June 12-13 at McDougall United 
Church, 10025 101 Street. Cost is $90 per couple 
(includes eight hours plus all materials and 
coffee.) Space is limited; pre-registration required 
with $50 deposit. 

Suggestions, questions or comments are 
always welcome. Call 910-3050. 


QUOTE 


For gay and lesbian teenagers, two things are 
happening at once—growing up and coming 
out. [Coming out to others] can be the most 
frightening—and consequential—move a young 
gay or lesbian ever makes. Sharing the secret 
with a friend or a teacher or a parent can begin 
to lessen the burden of invisibility and isolation. 
In the best circumstances, coming out can be a 
self-affirming rite of passage. But in the worst 
cases, it can lead to rejection, blame, and 
harassment. 
Kurt Chandler, 
Passages of Pride: Lesbian and Gay Youth 
Come of Age, Random, 1995 
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MAY HOROSCOPE 

by Honeypot 

ARIES: Make recycling work 
for you. A call to your favourite 
ex and... maybe your box won’t be so blue. 
TAURUS: May showers are making things 
very mucky out there. Always wear your 
rubbers. Watch out for private investigators. 
GEMINI: It’s time for a trip to the zoo, to 
help you access your inner animal. The colour 
ted also works wonders for you this month. 
CANCER: Who says you can’t teach an old 
bitd new tunes? Go with whatever notes float 
your boat. It’s all one big song of the soul. 
LEO: Be kind to your cholesterol level—be 
particularly wary of fresh meat. You, too, can 
learn to love tofu. 

VIRGO: A new broom sweeps clean, but the 
old broom knows the comers. Resist the urge 
to change too much too soon. 

LIBRA: You had your chance and you blew 
it. Next time, pay more attention. In the 
meantime, dial 1-900-TM-LONELY. 
SCORPIO: Trains, planes and automobiles... 
do you revenge-seekers never slow down? 
Family matters may force you to. 
SAGITTARIUS: Study Scorpio message. 
Slow down and smell the chamomile tea. 
Aromatherapy is good... sex is better! 
CAPRICORN: Take your lover(s) on a 
picnic. A finger-lickin’ good time will be had 
by all. 

AQUARIUS: Get with the program—t’s 
time you had a cat. (Admit it, you water types 
can never get enough pussy.) 

PISCES: There'll be songs in your heart mid- 
month. Forget the caution, proceed with 
pride! 


QUOTES 


Earlier this year | was in the park with five of 
my closest friends from my ninth grade class 
and | said, “OK, sit down. | know this might 
make some of you uncomfortable, but, I’m bi.” 
And my friend Patrick was like, “Are you 
coming out? Are you coming out? Oh my 
God, it’s my first coming out!” 
Margaret, quoted in Free Your Mind: The 
Book for Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Youth— 
and Their Allies. Ellen Bass and Kate 
Kaufman, HarperPerennial, 1996. 


| used to feel so alone at school, 
No one else | knew, male or female, was gay. 
Yesterday | saw “Lesbian Love” 
written on one of the walls in the bathroom, 
and | just wanted to cry 
with relief. 
Melanie-Joy in 
Being Different: Lambda Youths Speak Out, 
Larry Dane Brimner, Franklin Watts, 1995 


| resent like hell that | was maybe eighteen 
before | ever heard the “L” word. It would 
have made all the difference for me had | 
grown up knowing that the reason | didn’t fit 
in was because they hadn't told me there 
were more Categories to fit into. 
Michelle Shocked, 
quoted in The Gay Decades, Leigh W. 
Rutledge, 1992. 
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NEWS FROM 
WOMONSPACE NEWS 


by Lindy Pratch 

At our last newsletter meeting, which was held at the 
Bagel Tree in April, we talked about how to keep the 
newsletter going in spite of our current financial 
difficulties. The babe auction at the March dance raised 
almost $200 and we drew some conclusions from this. 
Each bid was a loonie, so keeping the fund-raising 
affordable to individuals is important. Also, it was 
designed to be an entertaining event. We hope to come 
up with other ideas that will be fun for participants and 
still bring in a bit of money. 

Here are some of our ideas: We will sell 50/50 raffle 
tickets at our dances. We will look into other sorts of 
lotteries and raffle tickets. At the start of one of dances 
next season, we may hold a rummage sale. In the fall, 
we hope to put together a fund-raising calendar of 
black and white photos picturing lesbian life. (After 
checking into the financial feasibility of this venture, we 
will invite photographs from local women; stay tuned 
to this newsletter for more about that!) 

We're also looking at aggressively soliciting 
advertising for the newsletter (something we have never 
done before; anyone interested in taking this on?) and 
perhaps having pages “sponsored” by individuals or 
groups. 

The Womonspace board has decided to hold a silent 
auction at the June dance. More on this is in the article 
following. 


Contributors this issue: 
Tina Taylor, Laurie, Jilly, Connie, Shanta Rohse, 


Lex, Jaded, Ophelia, Lindy Pratch, Liz Massiah, 
Honeypot. 


SILENT AUCTION 
for Womonspace 


Womonspace will be holding a silent 
auction fund-raiser during the June 
dance. All contributions are welcomed. 
Some examples include: crafts, baked 
goods (pies, cookies, breads), home 
made wine, beer or preserves and 
services such as consultation in your 
area of expertise or maybe even 
volunteering to mow someone’s lawn. 

In advance of the auction date, please 
provide a detailed description of the 
item you are donating, giving an 
approximate value if possible. 
Contributions may be dropped off in 
advance at GLCCE (103-10612-124 
Street) or at the Alberta Avenue Hall 
earlier in the day on June 20, during the 
setup for the dance. If you are unable to 
drop off your contribution at these 
locations, a pickup service will be 
provided on Friday, June 19. 

Contributions will be accepted up 
until 8:30 pm June 20. The auction will 
commence at the start of the dance and 
continue until 11 pm. Successful bidders 
will be required to pay with cash or 
cheque. 

For more information call Lindy at 
483-4080 or email Bernice at 
kadatz@arc.ab.ca. Let’s make a 
difference and support our community 
by participating. 

Please note that smoking will only be 
permitted outdoors during the June 
Womonspace dance. 
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Jute C. Luoyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


~ 1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
| Edmonton, Alberta TJ 1W8 MAY 15-18 


| Telephone 497-7755 ! 
———— Join us for a celebration of music at the 
largest gathering of lesbigay choruses 
in Canadian history at Edmonton’s 
Winspear Centre and City Hall. 


The Mountain Berry Inn Special guest artists include 
Be eas Pee Heather Bishop, David Sereda, 
15 mins. from Salmon Arm, ‘ 
5 minutes off the Trans Canada Hwy. _ Brian Webb and Peter Field. 
Lovely Same cottage or sea available. Oy riots ah ech Too, The Front Page, 
gimdaesntr Ortando Books, and the Winspeer. 
For info on the Festival '98 Trade Fair at the Sheraton 


250-835-8891 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream.net | Grande Hotel, contact Terry Robson, 486-4689. 
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EDMONTON’S 


= 2) ee a4 ee ee Se ed 


To celebrate Festival ‘98 with Canada’s gay and lesbian choruses, 
Edmonton’s Pride Week will be held May 15 to 23! Check out these events: 


FESTIVAL ‘98 For more information: PRIDE Day — SaT. May 23 

glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca ee 

May 15 to 18 www.freenet.edmonton.ab.ca/glcce The following Pride Day events are at the 

482-2855 or 488-3234 Old Strathcona Arts Barn 

PRIDE RALLY www.gaycanada.com/womonspace 83 Ave. & 103 St. 
Sat. May 16 erin ais 


PFLAG/T FAMILY PICNIC 


2 p.m. 
Churchill Square 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 


(100 St. & 102 Ave.) 


PRIDE AWARDS 


This space donated by: 8 p.m. 


PRIDE DANCE 
10 p.m. 
Co-presented by Womonspace and the 


413-7194 Edenerion Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of Edmonton 


777-9494 Calgary 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


New Member 1) Renewal Associate) I would like to be a volunteer Yes] No 
Please mail my newsletter to my home (1 
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